JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
nothing but impressions simply pitched, together; and much of
their charm and verity lies in that. I made the experiment
on returning from Paris yesterday of writing my sensations of
the morning. I did about 1,000 words, of heightened stuff in
about 40 minutes, and thought it pretty good. But it must he
dashed down, written with the utmost possible rapidity. There-
fore I fear I should have to abandon this format of page and
this handwriting for something larger and more cursive. And
this I should regret.
Leberts and Siege of Paris, November iqth.
The Leberts in the little shut-off room in kitchen.   Just room for
3.   Fire burning in corner.   Lebert with newspaper that he
glanced at mechanically, with his cap on.   Mdme. half seated
on corner of something.   Cat.
I ask them details of siege of Paris.
It seems to have left no particular mark on their minds. They
thought more of accident just before, and they had a lot of
potatoes. They had 3 children (went to school as usual). At
first meal 125 grammes each per day (but only 30 grammes later).
Had 3 bons de pains every other day (i Ib. each^ person per
day). As employ^ of railway, he was requisitioned for ambulance
work when necessary. On field of battle when a horse fell the
man leapt on it, and cut it up and carried it off. He was in
Garde Nationale (i fr. 50 per day). Exercise every day. The
different companies of G. N'aux usually traversed Paris with
their musique.
Personne ne travaillait.
The cold.   The waiting on the greens.
Rice requisitioned specially for soldiers.
Convinced that Govt. did tricks with food towards the end,
so as to induce the people to acquiesce in capitulation. Descrip-
tion, expres, of food.
When capitulation announced, Garde Nationale (300,000)
Jaisait des potins. Govt. accused of treachery.
Black bread, horse-chestnuts and avoine. During 10 or 15
days this bread quite uneatable. It destroyed stomach unless
cooked over fire.
He bought wood at 5 frs. the 100 kilos.
When the Germans entered by Ch. Elysees, only Bonapartists
and Royalists (among Frenchmen) were there. Republicans
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